"KNOX COUNTY JOHN" AND LUCY WALKER

(I am assuming at this point, that these are the parents of 'Greaser John/Soldier John'.  Conclusive proof has not been found.)

In establishing the age of this John Walker (hereafter referred to as "KNOX COUNTY JOHN" for sake of preventing confusion in the three consecutive generations of Johns', the following U.S. Census of Kentucky information is used:

1810, KNOX COUNTY--JOHN WALKER:

MALE - AGE 26-45 YEARS -,BORN (1765-1784)

1820, KNOX COUNTY--JOHN WALKER:

MALE - AGE OVER 45 - BORN (BEFORE 1775)

1830, KNOX COUNTY--JOHN WALKER:

MALE- AGE 50-60 YEARS BORN (1770-1780)

Tying all three of these together, one can conclude that "KNOX COUNTY JOHN", was born after 1770 but before 1775.

There is no John Walker, older than age 65-70 appearing in the Knox County Census for 1840.  One can assume he died during the period, 1830-1840 since it is unlikely he would have moved his household at that age.  Another possibility is that he had moved in with one of his children but more research need to be done to support this possibility.

There is a John Walker who first appears on the Knox County Tax Lists in 1803.  Prior to that, the only Walker in Knox County is a Renalder Walker.  However, Knox County was not formed from Lincoln County until 1802.  A search of the Lincoln County Tax lists prior to 1802 might find a John Walker.

In 1803, Walter, John, Samuel, and Nathaniel Walker appear.  What their relationship is, I do not know.  They continue to appear until 1807, when only John and Walter are shown.  John Walker continues to pay taxes in Knox County until 1833.  This bit of information could help establish his death date if he didn't move away. (A search of estates filed about this time might give some idea when his estate was settled and could identify his children!!!)

John and Walter may have been related, as in 1808, Knox County Land Conveyances show John Walker bought 300 acres from Joseph Baker, and shows that land to be 'Land and plantation on which he (John) and Walter Walker now live."

Knox County Deed Book A 79-G -- Moses Garden of Knox County deeds to Walter Walker of Wythe County, Virginia, on 10 Dec 1804, land on Tea Creek of New River, near lands of Lewis Able............. This could indicate that Walter and John came from Wythe County, Va. (There is a New River close to what is now Wythe County, Va.)

In a letter, dated April 21, 1951, Reverend D.M. Walker of Knox County, wrote to Alfred Walker of Birmingham, Alabama, 'My grandmother told me they (Knox County Walkers) came from England to Virginia and settled near the Natural Bridge. (At that time, approximately 1790, Natural Bridge would have been close to what is now Wythe County, Virginia).

Knox County Deed Book D -- Page 130 records that-- On the 6th day of October, 1802, John and William Walker paid $1200 for 400 acres of land on Richland and Goose Creeks in Knox County (William does not appear on the tax lists)

All these documentation’s prove a John Walker, mostly likely from Virginia, lived in Knox County around 1800.  I will now try to establish that this is the father of "Soldier John/Greasy John".

Trying to establish the children of this John Walker, whom I am calling "Knox County John' draws on this information:

Greaser John/Soldier John -- Born 1789/1795:
His military application shows him born in 1789, the 1850 U.S. Census shows him born in 1790, the 1860 Census shows 1791, the 1670 census shows 1795.  All are close enough to make me believe him to be the same person.

This John Walker, along with a Christopher Walker, were in Captain Ambrose Arthur's Company of Kentucky Volunteers in the War of 1812.  They both applied on 10 February, 1815, for wages earned during the war, as shown in Knox County Deed Book B. They both enlisted on the same day, and served in the same units. (I do not know their relationship, but my guess is that they are brothers).

On September 7, 1830, John Walker (I'm not sure if it was father or son) bought 24 acres of land on Troublesome Creek, Perry County Deed Book A, Pg# 459.  Witnesses were BRICE and CHRISTOPHER WALKER.  They could have witnessed for their father or brother, most likely their brother since Knox County John would have been about 55/60 years old then and I have found no other records tying him into Perry County.

Christopher -- Born 1793/1795:
In 1851, Christopher Walker, who served with Ambrose Arthur's Company in the War of 1812, applied for land bounty.  He stated in that application that he was born in 1795.  At that time, he was living in Floyd County, Ky.  He moved to Madison County, Arkansas after 1851.  Madison County, Arkansas census records for 1860 show Christopher Walker, age 67, born 1793 in Tennessee (again that shows up, like the 1850 census shows John born in Tennessee). I am sure this is the Knox County Christopher as the Arkansas census lists his wife as Elizabeth, and Christopher Walker married Elizabeth Stewart in Knox County in 1813.

Bryce and Sally:
The book, "A HISTORY OF KNOX COUNTY, KENTUCKY", BY K.S. "SOL" WARREN, states that John Walker, a soldier in the War of 1812, settled near Flat Lick, Knox County, KY, on the Cumberland River before 1800.  Old Bryce Walker, who married Nancy Bingham in 1832, remembered the old village (Flat Lick) as being near the Salt Lick.  There John Walker raised his children, including BRYCE WALKER AND SALLY WALKER, who married Cornelius Taylor in 1814.  Their wedding date is listed in the Floyd County Marriage Book A on March 1, 1814. (Cornelius Taylor was in the same military units in the War of 1812 as Christopher and John Walker, most likely his brothers in-law).

I have talked to the author of this book and he recognizes an error in the above paragraph.  The ' John Walker who served in the War stated, when he applied for bounty land in 1851, that he was age 62, making him born in 1789.  As shown previously, this John Walker could have been born as late as 1795 based on various census records.  He could not likely been the father of Brice Walker who was born in 1803.  A more likely use of that information would be to identify a father named John Walker, with a son John who served in the war.

Having the father of "Greaser John/Soldier John" also named John is supported in the death certificate of Brice Walker who died August 23, 1654 in Knox County, Kentucky, of 'whiskey", which states his parents as John and Lucy Walker. (KNOX COUNTY MARRIAGES AND DEATH BOOK).

Further evidence from the Knox County Order Books supports a John Walker, over the legal age for transacting business of 21, living in Knox County at the time Bryce Walker was born, about 1801/1803:

1803, NOVEMBER, JOHN WALKER WAS PAID A WOLF BOUNTY

1805,
JOHN WALKER WAS APPOINTED AS SURVEYOR

1805,
MARCH, JOHN WALKER FOR 129 LB. OF BEEF AT 16/8

(does this mean sixteen pounds and eight shillings???) TO A CREW WORKING ON THE STATE ROAD (which was later to be known as the Wilderness Road, the road over which passed many thousands of pioneers on their way through the Cumberland Gap)

1805,
NOVEMBER 5, TO JOHN WALKER FOR KILLING ONE YOUNG WOLF, 6 SHILLINGS

1809, MARCH 7, JOHN WALKER, IN CONSID OF 90 POUNDS, DEEDS TO

JOSEPH BAKER, 150 ACRES ON TODDIS CREEK, A BRANCH OF STINKING

CREEK (RECORDED 2 MAR, 1812)

1810, SEPTEMBER 13, JOHN WALKER, IN CONSID OF 100 POUNDS, DEED TO JAMES BACKY (OR BAKER??), 110 ACRES ON SOUTH BANK OF STINKING CREEK -THOMPSON LINE (RECORDED 4 MARCH, 1811).

1813,,JOHN WALKER BOUGHT 100 ACRES IN KNOX COUNTY FROM JAMES WOODSON

From these facts, one can establish a John Walker, with children John, Bryce (or Brice), Christopher, and Sally.  However, the assumptions are:

1.
That Christopher and John are brothers.

2.
That they are brothers to Bryce and Sally.

3.
That John and Christopher had a mother and father named John and Lucy.

Some support for them all being brothers and sisters comes from the sequence of their birth dates:

Greaser John/Soldier John -- Born 1789/1795:
His military application shows him born in 1789, the 1850 U.S Census shows him born in 1790, the 1860 Census shows 1791, the 18-70 census shows 1795.

Christopher -- Born 1795/1793:
The Madison County, Arkansas 1860 census shows him to be 67 years old.  His Floyd County, Kentucky land bounty application in 1851 shows him to be 56 years old.

Sally -- Born 1798:

In Vlarren's 'History of Knox County', Page 164, it states that Sally Walker applied for a widow's military pension in 1675, saying at the time that she was about 77 years old.  This date is close to correct as she married Cornelius Taylor in 1814.  She would have been about 16 years old then, not an unreasonable age to marry in those days..

James -- Born 1799:
(This is the first time I have mentioned James as a possible son of Knox County John.) I offer this possibility based on the 1850 U.S. Perry County Census where JAMES WALKER, AGE 51, is living in the vicinity of John, Christopher, and Alexander Walker whom I believe to be the sons of Greasy John Walker and James to be their uncle.

On March 18, 1825, in Knox County, James Walker married Hannah Barber.  If be were born in 1799, he would have been 26 at the time he married.

In the 1840 U.S. Census, James and Hannah are found in Perry County, as are "Greaser John' and 'Redneck John".  All three are found in Knox County prior to 1840.

In the 1850 U.S. Perry County Census, House #77 IS ALEXANDER AND BETSEY ALLEN WALKER (grandson of "Knox County John"), HOUSE #86 IS "REDNECK JOHN- (grandson of "Knox County John", HOUSE #89 IS JAMES AND HANNAH, AND HOUSE f9O IS CHRISTOPHER AND BETSEY "POLLY" ALLEN (grandson of "Knox County John".

With all these related Walkers living so close together, one can assume that James is somehow related to "Knox County John', too old to be a grandson of 'Knox County John' as I think the others are.  Alexander, Christopher, and "Redneck John' were in their 20'a and 30's.  It may be valid to assume he was John's brother.

Brice (or Bryce) -- Born 1801/1803:
His death certificate, filed in Knox County, shows him 53 years old at the time of his death in 1854.  The 1850 Knox County Census, Page 688, shows his age to be 47.

(Direct descendants of Brice Walker are still living in Knox County in 1986.  The Postmaster of Walker, Kentucky, outside Barbourville, is named Brice Walker.)

THEORY #2 ON THE PARENTS OF "KNOX COUNTY JOHN* WALKER

ASAPH AND JUDITH WATKINS WALKER
There is an Asaph Walker who lived in Madison County, Kentucky at the time Kentucky became a state in 1792.  At that time, Madison, Fayette, and Lincoln were the only three counties in the new state.  Madison County included what was later to become Knox County, so Asaph could be associated with Knox County.  I do not think Asaph lived close to Knox County, for in his will he mentions a plantation close to Richmond. However, he does have a son John mentioned in that will.  No other record of his son John has been established.

According to another researcher, Mrs. Emma Watts of Richmond, Kentucky, his son John was born in 1765/1768.  This would be about the right age to have been the father of 'Greasy John/Soldier John" who was born about 1789/1795.

Asaph is reported to be born in Buckingham, County, Virginia, November, 1735.  I have established that he lived there at one time.  He left a will which was produced in court in Madison County, Kentucky, October 21, 1808.  This would have been shortly after his death.

Early records show that he lived in Madison County from 1792 until his death.  At that time, what is now Perry County would have been part of Madison County; as Perry County was formed in 1806 from Knox County which was formed from Madison.  It will take more research to establish where in Madison County he would have lived.

He must have been a wealthy person; his last will and testament, dated December 7, 1807, filed in Madison County, Kentucky, left the following:

To his wife Judith, 300 acres of land, including the plantation in which she was living, nine slaves, horses, cattle, sheep, hogs, and other valuables.  Fe left each of his nine children two or three slaves each.  He also left one feather bed, one cow and a calf, a one year old heifer, two sheep, land and furniture to them.

From his will, we know that he had children John, William, Celia, James, Stephen, Elizabeth and Polly.  Unfortunately, there are two Johns' in Madison County and one in Knox County in the 1810 census.

Direct lineage has been shown from the Knox County John for our line of Walkers; it remains for future research to show if Asaph was the father of our John or not.  While I have found no proof one way or the other, I do not believe we descend from this line of Walker's.

This is as far back as I have been able to trace the Perry County Walker lineage.

It appears that we descend from either the Walkers of Henrico County, Virginia, or the Walkers of Wythe County, Virginia.

With no proof to support either position; I believe any further research would be more constructive if it explores the Wythe County possibility.

I wish good luck to whomever decides to continue this pursuit.

Alexander Walker:
The early Knox County marriages list an Alexander Walker marrying Mary Allen.  I do not know if he is a son of "Knox County John" but the name Alexander begins to appear in the children of Greaser John/Soldier John in Perry County.  More work is needed to tie him into the Knox County John family.

Another possible indication for research is a marriage record, appearing in Madison County Court records for 1792 and found again in Perry County Court records.  The marriage is between John Walker and Mary L. Harris, December 25, 1792.

It is very odd for this to appear in both counties, particularly since Perry County was not formed until 1806.  Since Perry County was formed from Knox County, which was formed from Madison County, there may be a connecting possibility of having it filed in both counties.

Another interesting possibility from this marriage is a Christopher Harris who lived in Madison County in 1790.  This could have been the brother of Mary L. Harris as the name Christopher appears in the next two generations of Walkers.  Christopher Harris did have two sisters, Mary and Lucy.  Mary Harris married a James Harris.  Lucy Harris was reported by one researcher to have married a William Shelton, but another researcher disputes that.  In either case, Lucy Harris could have married a second time to John Walker, if the Shelton story is in error, or married only John Walker.  It will take more research in the Madison County records to clear this up.

Brice Walker, son of "Knox County John', listed his parents as John and Lucy Walker.  If the "L" in Mary L. Harris stood for Lucy, it could establish a tie here to the Knox County John we descend from.
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