JEREMIAH AND REBECCA DAVIDSON WALKER

(No date established when married)

JEREMIAH (JERRY PETE) WALKER

Born - May 4, 1844

Died - January 15, 1923

Buried - Small cemetery across road and down from Riverside Cemetery, up on the side of the hill behind some small houses (headstone present in 1986)

REBECCA DAVIDSON WALKER

Born - ????

Died - ???, 1882

Buried - Across from Presbyterian Church in Hazard, between

By-pass and Broadway Street, Hazard (No headstone)

Little is known about Jeremiah, other than be was extremely tightfisted with money, accumulating considerable wealth and land in and around Walkertown  At one time, be owned from outside Hazard to across from the Riverside Cemetery and to the head of Walker's Branch.  The LaCitadel Motel in Hazard is on what is now called "Daniel Hill".  This was originally called 'Peter's Peak or Peter's Mountain"", named for Jerry Pete Walker, indicating that it probably was his land.

Rebecca was raised in Jackson, Ky.  Jerry met her while she was working a feeding point on the Kentucky River.  Jerry, along with many other men at time, was making part of his living floating logs down the river to Jackson.  She was said to be one on the most beautiful women in the area.  It is very likely that they were married in Jackson, as no marriage record is found in Perry County.

Jerry Pete remarried after Rebecca died.  His second wife was "Alie", perhaps a short form of Mahalia, Evans. (I have not established when they married.) She died while burning her first husband's clothes.  Wind from the burning clothes caught her on fire.  She supposedly was burning her first husband's clothes because she couldn't stand to see Jerry Pete wearing them.  Again, he was said to be very tight with money, and very likely to have chosen to use her first husbands' clothes.

He and Rebecca lived in a house which was on the Allais side of the Kentucky River, close to the present railroad bridge.  The house was deeded to his youngest son, Bob, who was living there when the house burnt.

When be died, he left his children land along the east side of the Kentucky river as follows:

John owned where the Hazard Vocational School is, north about five hundred yards, down to the river, and up to the top of the mountain behind the school..

Bob owned the homesite, from close to where the Allais railroad bridge is down into Walkertown

Nance (or Belle) owned from Bob to George Madison 

Matt owned from Nance to Cleveland.

Cleveland owned down to, and across from, the tunnel outside Hazard.

Two other daughters, Emma and Ella Jane lived in Hazard.

At one time, the Walker family owned much more land than this, but Jerry Pete's children did not share equally in the inheritance.  My father, Joe Walker, and a cousin of his,

 Ola Woods, related the following story to me concerning the unequal distribution of the inheritance:

"Jerry Pete's daughter, Ella Jane, married John B. Eversole (I think he was from Hazard, but do not know for sure). Jerry Pete was very close to this son-in-law, paying for John B. to go to college and earn a law degree.  John B. and Ella Jane somehow got Jerry Pete to deed most of his land to them, cutting the other children out of an equal inheritance.  Matt and John, realizing that they had been 'cheated', decided to kill John B. Going to Matt's house to get a pistol, Matt's wife heard the story and threw the only pistol Matt owned in the river.  This allowed a cooling off period, Matt and John apparently decided against their plan, and John B. was allowed to live.  He and Ella Jane later moved to Lexington and did not return to Hazard until after Jerry Pete died.'

Jerry Pete was an extremely neat dresser, going with shirt and tie most of the time.  This is the only picture I have seen of him, but seems to bear out the story. (I have the watch shown in the picture; it was passed on to me by my father.) He supposedly had a rather large growth on his right arm, probably a 'goiter" as those growths were called.  When my father saw this picture, he commented that the picture must have been taken after Jerry Pete had had the growth removed in a Lexington hospital.

NEED PICTURE!!!!!!!!

