JOHN J. AND ELVIRA COMBS WALKER

(Married February 24, 1888)

JOHN J. WALKER

Born - January 23, 1868

Died - May 21, 1954 (Kidney failure)

Buried - Riverside Cemetery, Hazard, Ky.

ELVIRA COMBS WALKER

Born - November 17, 1868

Died - January 17, 1938 (Tuberculosis)

Buried - Riverside Cemetery, Hazard, Ky.

Both John and Elvira were orphaned at a very early age, he at 14 and she at 13.  John was 20 and she was 19 when they were married.

He and Elvira built a two room house in Lick Branch Hollow, off Walker's Branch, after their marriage.  The land was owned by John's father, Jeremiah.  Their first child, Marybelle, was born nine months to the day after their wedding (November 24, 1888), in the new home.  There were three other children born there.

Jeremiah later gave them more land on which to build another, larger house, land now occupied by the Hazard Vocational School.  There their other four children were born.  This home was eventually given to their youngest child, Grace, and was torn down by her husband, Eli Combs.  He and Grace replaced the original home with one which they owned until they traded it to Dave Hughes for a house in Allais.  Dave and Cass lived on the site until it was sold to the state for the site of the vocational school.

Elvira was living with Grace in their Allais home until two weeks before she died.  She had tuberculosis, and her son-in-law, Eli, according to an interview with Marybelle, did not want a TB person in their house.  Elvira then moved in with Marybelle until she died.

John was living with Grace in the house in Allais at the time of his death.  He spent the last three years of his life as an invalid, a condition derived from either being hit by or falling from a bus.  I have not seen the death certificate but he was said to have died of liver problems, most likely associated with extensive drinking.

He was nicknamed 'Laboring John", a name given him by his uncle Cleveland.  John never worked in the coal mines at a time most of the men in that area were making good money from mining jobs.  He made his living farming and trucking goods to Jackson on mule wagons.  He loved fox hunting, at one time going all the way to Clay County to pay $50 for a dog named 'Drive'.

He frequently would haul farm products, moonshine, lumber, etc. to Winchester and load flour, sugar, and other food staples for the return trip.  He would put pints of "red whiskey" into the sugar and flour barrels to smuggle it back to Perry County, paying 5 cents for them and selling them for a dime.  He also provided needed items for the family by trading whiskey for eggs, quilts, hens, flour, etc..

Once, at a bar in Frankfort, he and his brother Matt were in an argument with an Italian man.  Matt developed a plan to hide outside the bar until John could get the fellow out of the bar.  As the Italian came outside, Matt shot him dead.  That was the last time the two of them were in Jackson.  This story was related to me by my father, Joe Walker.  He did not know when this happened, but was sure of the incident as his uncle Matt had told him the story.

John was the only heir to sell his inherited property to the Columbus Mining Company.  The other heirs leased theirs for a 99 year period.  John supposedly sold his land with the provision that no building could be done on land above his house.  Research of the deeds in Perry County would give details of the sale.'

John was a heavy drinker; according to his daughter Marybelle, he had "gone through' whiskey with all the money received from the sale of his land.

Tracing the genealogy of John and Elvira has established that the grandfather of John's grandmother, Polly Combs, and Elvira's great grandfather were the same person,.  'Dangerous Nick" Combs, son of one of the pioneer settlers in Perry County, Mason Combs.

The picture on the opposite page of John and Elvira was made from the original taken in 1933.  They were sitting together in the front yard of the homesite, at the back end of what is now the vocational school.  They both would have been about sixty-five years old at this time.

The picture below is of them and their family, it was taken about 1912 or 1913.  Members of the family were:

Back row
Marybelle, Cass, Mattie Burtis

Front row
Grace, Elvira, Jerry, John, Joe, Beckum

(Jerry
is difficult to see, standing directly in front of Cass)

NEED PICTURE HERE!!!!!

