JOHN (K?) WALKER, (JR.?) AND ELIZABETH (POLLY) COMBS WALKER (Married 1833?)

JOHN WALKER (RED-NECK JOHN)

Born - November 15, 1814 Died - February 5, 1898

Buried - Petrey  Memorial Baptist Church, Walkertown

ELIZABETH (POLLY) COMBS

Born - December 6, 1820 Died - July 29, 1893

Buried - Petrey  Memorial Baptist Church, Walkertown

It is difficult to ascertain if his full name was John, John K, John Jr., or John K. Jr. Various records reflect differently.  However, I am convinced they are all the same person.

He and Polly were both children of the earliest settlers into this area.  It is for them that Walkertown, Kentucky is named.  Some 200 feet from Walkertown School, on Pear Street, is where their original home was.  They lived in a two-story log house, large enough to accommodate their twelve children and themselves.  He had dug a large spring from solid rock, the source of the name for Spring Street.  This spring is located behind a house below the crest of the Pear Street hill, still there in 1986.  Other streets in the area are named for fruit trees which he had growing in a sizable orchard on the property.

He owned a mill and blacksmith shop on the east side of the river, across from the Hazard tunnel.  Both buildings were lost in the 1927 flood.  He would have been a very wealthy man, owning a lot of land.  In the 1860 census, he owns 2,500 acres and his father 10,000 acres in Perry County.

At one time, he was jailer and county judge of Perry County.  He performed the wedding ceremony for his grandson, George Madison and his wife, JoAnna.

He died of old age in 1898, living at the time in his daughter Nancy Messer's house, one of the oldest homes in Hazard.

In the 1840 Census, "Greaser John/Soldier John' has these children:

1
Male - born 1835/1840

·
Male - born 1825/1830

1
Female - born 1820/1825 (Sarah??)

Alexander --In the 1860 U.S. Census, 'Greaser John" and Polly have a six year old male, David, listed living with them.  Since they were both near 70 years old at that time, this is most likely a grandson.  The Perry County Vital Records for 1852-1862 show a David Walker, born September 20, 1853 to Alexander and Betsey Walker.  This Alexander could be David's father, and the brother of "Greaser John", so David may have been living with his grandfather..(Where his parents, Alexander and Betsey Walker were in 1860 is a question) .

While I do not have documented proof, I believe the name Alexander comes into the Walker line from 'Greasy John's" father, also named John, who may have had a brother Alexander.

In a will filed in Madison County on July 5, 1619, Alexander Walker of Richmond left twenty dollars to his brother John's son, Alexander.  Reverend DM Walker, of Flat Lick, KY, in a letter dated 1951, says that 'his grandmother told him that her grandfather John had some brothers who settled on North in around Madison County." Again, this is circumstantial but does indicate the possibility of John having a brother Alexander.

In the 1850 Perry County U.S. Census, in house #77 counted, was Alexander Walker, age 32, born 1818,- house # 86, John Walker, age 35, born 1815, house # 89, James Walker, and house #90, Christopher Walker, age 24, born 1826.. (James Walker was age 51, most likely an uncle; the others were very likely brothers).  The proximity of the three younger Walker families is further support of them possibly being brothers.

