John W. WALKER, b. 1789/90 in TN, d. between October 1870 and December 1873 

in Pecan Gap, TX and is buried at Waller Graveyard in Ben Franklin, TX. He 

married Polly DEVERS, b. ca. 1796 in TN or KY, on 3-Mar-1818 in Clay County, 

KY. She is buried at the Waller Graveyard in Ben Franklin, TX. Their children 

were:


John WALKER (probable) b. 15-Nov-1814 or 1816/17 in Knox County, KY.

 
Martha WALKER b. 1826 in Perry County, KY


William Devers WALKER b. 1827 in Perry County, KY


Alexander Sherman WALKER b. 11-Apr-1830 in Perry County, KY


James Calhoun WALKER b. 26-Jul-1837 in Perry County, KY

You will notice that I show John Jr. as a probable son of John "Squirrel Man" 

WALKER. No one has been able to document their relationship, to my knowledge, 

and if he were the son of John Sr. it would have been by a wife other than 

Polly DEVERS since they were not married until 1818 (documented by marriage 

license). He could possibly be the son of John and Polly if his birthdate was 

the 1816/17 date consistently shown on the census returns rather than the 

1814 date shown on his tombstone. For reasons explained below, he could just 

as easily have been the son of Christopher WALKER and Elizabeth STEWART.

I can document John "Squirrel Man" and John "Redneck" being together on two 

occasions. 

John Jr. and James WALKER Jr. appear as members of the survey crew on a plot 

of land being surveyed by John Sr. in 1841. This James WALKER was the son of 

Christopher WALKER who was living in Floyd County at the time. So the 

question remains, did both John Jr. and James come to visit their uncle in 

Perry County or only James?

John Jr.'s family was listed twice on either the 1860 or 1870 federal 

census...I'll have to dig into my files to determine which. Once as a 

complete family in the household of John Jr., and John Jrs. wife and children 

appeared in the household of John Sr. This is the most concrete evidence I've 

seen as to their relationship.

I offer the following to support the possibility that John Jr. could have 

been the son of Christopher WALKER and Elizabeth STEWART. They were married 

in 1813, in plenty of time for John Jr. to have been born in 1814. John Jr. 

can be found on the tax lists of Floyd County, KY for several years. On one 

occasion, 1837, he is shown owning land on Balls Fork in Perry County...the 

same watercourse (and possibly the same land) as land owned by Christopher 

when he resided in Perry County.

The Migration from Knox County, Kentucky to

Perry County, Kentucky and Beyond

Identifying the Family Unit

Two apparent Walker family units appeared on the Knox County, Kentucky tax list in 1803; a Renelder Walker, and a John and Walter Walker. Renelder Walker settled in the part of Knox County that subsequently became Whitley County, as evidenced by this family unit disappearing from the Knox County tax list in 1818 and appearing on subsequent Whitley County census reports.

John and Walter settled in the part of Knox County that remained as Knox County, and represent the starting point for this paper. It is not my intent that this paper be construed as a genealogy. Rather, it is a compilation of compelling circumstantial evidence indicating that certain descendants of this "Knox County" John Walker migrated to Perry County, Kentucky, and beyond, and is presented as a tool to assist other Walker Family researchers. 

My journey into Knox County, Kentucky began with the discovery that my great-great- Grandfather, John Walker, a long-time resident of Perry County, had enlisted with the Kentucky Militia, in the War of 1812, in Knox County. He remains the focus of my attention but efforts to trace the descendants of his siblings are now being undertaken. 

--------------------

"Knox County" John Walker is the nickname used to designate that John Walker (born 1770/1775)) who lived in Knox County, Kentucky from about 1803 through 1831/1833 (Knox County Tax Lists). It is possible that he, together with an unknown wife, possibly named Lucy Denes/Dennis, were the parents of "Perry County" John (born 1789/1791), Christopher (born 1793/1794), William (born 1794/1795), Sally (born ca. 1795), James (born 1800/1801), and Bryce (born 1803). It is also possible that the name of a close relative, probably a brother, of "Knox County" John Walker was Walter Walker. No document, such as a Will, has been located that proves my theory.

"Perry County" John Walker is the nickname used to designate that John Walker (born about 1789/1791) who lived along Troublesome Creek in Perry County, Kentucky from 1823 through 1870. He, together with Polly Devers, were the parents of Martha (born 1826), William Devers (born 1827), Alexander Sherman (born 1830), and James Calhoun (born 1837) Walker. It is possible that he, together with either Polly Devers or an unknown first wife, was the father of John Walker Jr. (born 1814 or 1816/1817) who lived in Perry County and formed Walkertown.

The above "Perry County" John, Christopher, William, James, and Bryce (Brise) can be documented as being residents of, or present in, Perry County. One other individual, Alexander Walker (born 1817/1818), who could be the son of "Knox County" John or Christopher Walker, can be documented as being born in Knox County.

--------------------

On February 7, 1851 John Walker, aged 62, a resident of Perry County, Kentucky, filed an affidavit in Letcher County, Kentucky in support of obtaining a Bounty Land Warrant for service in the War of 1812. In this affidavit, John Walker stated that he enlisted in Knox County, Kentucky on the 27th of March, 1813 and served under Captain Ambrose Arthur. 
NOTE: Aside from a John Walker, Jr., born in 1814 or 1816/1817, there was only one John Walker listed in the Perry County, Kentucky Federal Census' from 1830 through 1870.

On September 19, 1852 Christopher Walker, aged 60, a resident of Floyd County, Kentucky filed an affidavit in Floyd County in support of obtaining a Bounty Land Warrant for service in the War of 1812. In this affidavit, Christopher stated that he enlisted in Knox County, Kentucky on or about March 1, 1813 and served under Captain Ambrose Arthur.

In the "Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Kentucky, Soldiers of the War of 1812" printed in 1891 by Authority of the Legislature of Kentucky, John Walker is listed as a Private in Captain Ambrose Arthur's Company of Infantry of the Kentucky Militia, Detached, together with Christopher Walker and Cornelius Taylor (later shown as marrying Sally Walker, the daughter of "Knox County" John Walker).

--------------------

The following are excerpts from the book "A History of Knox County, Kentucky" by K.S. Sol Warren.

Page 102 - "John Walker, a soldier in the War of 1812 settled near Flat Lick, Knox County, Kentucky on the Cumberland River before 1800. There John Walker raised his children, including Bryce and Sally Walker." 
In my view, Sol Warren, when making the above statement about being a soldier in the War of 1812, obviously confused the elder John Walker with a younger John Walker. John Walker, the father of Bryce and Sally, would have been between 38 and 43 years of age at the time of enlistment, whereas the younger John Walker would have been approximately 23 years of age at the time of enlistment.
Page 162 - "Among the men of this company were Cornelius Taylor, who later lived on Stinking Creek, and John Walker, who lived at Flat Lick."

Page 164 - "The widow of Cornelius Taylor, Sally, filed her declaration for widow's pension..." and, "Sally Walker was the daughter of John Walker."

Page 164 - "Christopher Walker was a musician for this Company." (The records also list him as a "fifer".)

---------------------

The following, in chronological order, are the key elements taken from Kentucky Tax Lists, Land Grants, Land Deeds, Federal Census Reports, and other documents.

The key to understanding the context of the following information is to observe the movement of individuals into Knox County, and out of Knox County into Perry County. Also, the appearance of Bryce (appears variously as Brise/Brice/Bryce) Walker is a vital element since only one Bryce Walker appeared in the early Kentucky Census Records.

1801
A Walter Walker appears on the Lincoln County Tax List.

1803
A John Walker appears on the Knox County Tax List.

A Walter Walker appears on the Knox County Tax List and disappears from the Lincoln County Tax List.

1804
"This indenture made the 10th day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and four between Moses Garden of Knox County Kentucky of the one part and Walter Walker of Wythe County Virginia...." and "require the above Walter Walker to pay to John Garden of Knox County State of Kentucky...." (Knox County Deed Book A, Page 79)

This deed ties Walter Walker to Wythe County, Virginia and the deed discussed below, in 1808, ties "Knox County" John and Walter together on the same property.

Wythe County, Virginia is in an area that was previously Augusta, Botetourt, Fincastle, and Montgomery counties.

1805
John Walker is shown on the Knox County Tax List having 300 acres of land on Stinking Creek.

1808
A male, in "Knox County" John Walker's household, turns 16 years old between 1807 and 1808 according to the Knox County Tax List. 

This equates to a birth year of about 1791/1792, comparing favorably with the 1789/91 birth window of "Perry County" John Walker.

Knox County Deed Book B, Page 11, conveys land from Joseph Baker to John Walker and contains a statement reading, in part, "including the Plantations whereon the said Walker and Walter Walker now live."

The book, "Early Virginia Marriages", by Cecil D. McDonald, Jr., lists a Wythe County, Virginia marriage between Walter Walker and Grissel Buchanan on April 20, 1797. If these two Walter Walkers are one and the same, the marriage date is not compatible with Walter Walker being the father of either "Knox County" or "Perry County" John. One could assume, then, that Walter and "Knox County" John Walker were brothers.

1812
A John Jr. appears on the Knox County Tax List, probably indicating that he has turned 21 years of age between 1811 and 1812. 

This equates to a birth year of 1790/1791, again comparing favorably with the birth window of "Perry County" John Walker.

Christopher Walker also appears on the Knox County Tax List for the first time. This is a somewhat premature, if it is indicative of him turning 21, since I calculate his birth year to be 1794 and this would indicate a birth year of 1790/91. It is probably indicative of him turning 18, and having taxable property.

Christopher Walker, in the "Report to the Adjutant General" was listed as a "Musician" in one case, and as a "Fifer" in another case. It is my understanding that these types of positions were held by men too young to fight.

1813
Christopher Walker and Elizabeth Stewart wed on December 2, 1813. (Knox County Marriages)

1815
Christopher and John Walker, on a single document, appoint William Hudson as their attorney to collect monies due "me Christopher Walker for my services as fifer & John as a private soldier in Capt. Ambrose Arthurs Company in the year 1813." (Knox County Deed Book B, Page 331)

William Walker and Rachel Potter wed on April 9, 1815. (Knox County Marriages)

1816
William appears on the Knox County Tax List for the first time, possibly indicating a birth year of 1794/1795. I know nothing more of this William except that a William Walker appears on the 1823 Perry County Tax List, the same year as did "Perry County" John Walker.

1817
The last year that John Jr. and William Walker appear on the Knox County Tax List. 

William Walker appoints Joseph Barrens as attorney to covey land to Moses McSpaden "as soon as my patent may be lifted out of the Registers Office of this Commonwealth." This would appear indicative of him leaving the area prior to sale. (Knox County Deed Book B, Page 520)

John Sr. and Christopher Walker continue to appear in Knox County.

1818
John Walker weds Polly Devers, on March 8, 1818, in Clay County. (Clay County Marriage Book A, Box B)

A John Walker appears on the Clay County Tax List for the first time. The water course is not identified on the 1818 tax list. However, on the 1819 through 1822 tax lists the land is shown as being on the Middle Fork. I assume this to mean the Middle Fork of the Kentucky River. (See 1830 for significance.)

A Power of Attorney, issued in Clay County, by John Walker to Samuel Wyatt, of Knox County, for the purpose of recovering an inheritance states in part, "I John Walker who married one of heirs of James Denes of the County of Clay..." and "for the benefit of William Denes and Polly Denes..." (Clay County Deed Book A, Page 223). The name appears, in my view, to be DENES and not DEVERS, so this could be a lead to the maiden name of the wife, Lucy, of "Knox County" John Walker. Then, again, it could be DEVER and I'm not reading it correctly. I do know that an "r" written at the end of a name during the early 1800's often looked like an "s" and the "v" could be mistaken for a "n". 

1820
A John (birth year before 1775) and Christopher Walker (birth year 1794/1802) appear on the Knox County Federal Census. 

A John Jr. is not listed in the 1820 Knox County Federal Census.

A John Walker (birth year 1794/1802) appears on the Clay County Federal Census. This John Walker is too young to be either the "Perry County" John Walker or the "Knox County" John Walker, Jr., and the oldest female in the household is too old to be Polly Devers. 

However, if the spouses' birth ranges were reversed by the census taker, this John Walker would fit the age group for the "Perry County" John Walker and the "Knox County" John Walker, Jr. My conclusion, based on the timing of the moves between counties and the marriage to Polly Devers, is that this is our John Walker and that an error  occurred in recording the ages on the census.

A John Walker (birth year 1775/1794) appears on the Floyd County Federal Census. This birth span fits with "Perry County" John Walker; however, the census reveals four children under the age of 10...far more than could reasonably be expected to be born between the 1818 marriage date of John Walker and Polly Devers, and the census date. My conclusion is that this is the John West Walker who appears on later Floyd County Tax Lists and census reports, and is not "Perry County" John Walker.

1821
Perry County was formed.

1822
A James Walker appears on the Knox County Tax List for the first time, indicating a birth year of 1800/1801. I calculate the birth year of "Perry County" James Walker to be 1800.

1823
John Walker surveys land for his first Perry County land grant, the land lying along Troublesome Creek. (Kentucky Land Warrant, Book N, Page 451)

John Walker appears on the Perry County Tax List, without land. (This is not in conflict with the above statement since the actual award of the land grant followed the survey by some months)

A William Walker appears on the Perry County Tax List.

Bryce Walker appears on the Knox County Tax List for the first time, indicating a birth year of 1801/1802. Bryce, according to his tombstone inscription was born March 20, 1803. (Knox County Cemetaries, Vol. 1, Knox County Historical Society) It is said that this death certificate listed his parents as John and Lucy Walker. I do not have a copy of this certificate.

1824
John Walker appears on the Perry County Tax List with his land listed as being on Troublesome Creek. 

William Walker no longer appears on the Perry County Tax List.

1825
James Walker and Hannah Barbour wed, on March 8, 1825, in Knox County. (Knox County Marriages)

James Walker appears on the Perry County Tax List and disappears from the Knox County Tax List.

1829
Christopher Walker appears on the Perry County Tax List and disappears from the Knox County Tax List.

1830
The 1830 Federal Census lists John, Christopher, and James Walker (plus one extra older male in the households of John and Christopher) as being residents of Perry County.

Christopher Walker does not appear on the 1830 Federal Census for Knox County.

An older John Walker continues to appear on the Knox County the 1830 Federal Census.

John Walker purchases Perry County land from Joseph Cockrell, lying on Troublesome Creek, on September 8, 1830. Brise and Christopher Walker were listed as being witnesses to the deed. (Perry County Deed Book A, Page 458)

Christopher Walker purchases Perry County land from Joseph Cockrell, lying on Troublesome Creek, on September 8, 1830. Brise and John Walker were listed as being witnesses to the deed. (Perry County Deed Book A, Page 456)

The 1830 Perry County Tax Lists reflects John Walker as having 50 acres of land on the Middle Fork. This tends to reinforce the thought that "Perry County" John Walker was the John Walker shown in Clay County between 1818 and 1822.

1837
Christopher Walker disappears from the Perry County tax list and appears on the Floyd County tax list.

In court action by the heirs of John Barbour to recover land, dated June 28, 1837, it is stated in part, that "JAMES WALKER AND HANNAH, his wife, late HANNAH BARBOUR, who now reside in Perry County, Kentucky...." (Knox County, Kentucky Circuit Court, Box 96)

1852
Christopher Walker, on October 19, 1852, age 60, a resident of Floyd County, Kentucky, filed an affidavit in support of obtaining a Bounty Land Warrant for service in the War of 1812. In this affidavit Christopher states that he served under Captain Ambrose Arthur. See 1855 for significance.

1854
Christopher Walker disappears from the Floyd County tax list.

1855
Christopher, Eli, James, and William Walker appear on the Madison County, Arkansas Tax List.

On April 26, 1855 Christopher Walker, aged 64, a resident of Madison County, Arkansas filed an affidavit in support of obtaining a Bounty Land Warrant for service in the War of 1812. In this affidavit Christopher states that he served under Captain Ambrose Arthur. This ties "Madison County, Arkansas" Christopher back to the Christopher of Floyd County and Knox County, Kentucky.

1860
Christopher Walker appears on the Madison County, Arkansas Federal Census.

1865
James Walker, Sr. disappears from the Perry County tax list and is replaced by Hannah Walker, probably indicating his death.

1860
Breathitt County, Kentucky Federal Census, District No. 1, Page 98, Dwelling No. 662, identifies the birth place of Alexander Walker (born ca. 1817/1818), thought to be the son of Christopher Walker (born ca. 1793/1794), as Knox County, Kentucky. Wife and children are identified as being born in Perry County, Kentucky. 

1870
Alexander Walker (born 1817/1818) continues to appear on the Breathitt County Federal Census. 

John Walker, Sr. sells off all of his Perry County land. (Perry County Deed Book D, Page 143, to George Martin and Book G, Page 415, to William D. Walker). Our family lore, supported by a letter written in 1943 wherein Hall Williamson states that he was shown the gravesites by a grand-daughter of John and Polly, has it that John and Polly (Devers) Walker went to Delta County, Texas and died shortly thereafter. No grave markers exist today.

1871
John Walker, Sr. disappears from the Perry County tax list.

1874
William D. Walker, son of John Sr. disappears from the Perry County tax list and moves to Delta County, Texas.

1880
Alexander Walker (born 1817/1818) appears on the Madison County, 

Arkansas Federal Census.

--------------------

A John Walker appears on the Knox County tax list in 1831, the 1832 Knox County tax list was apparently destroyed, and on the 1833 Knox County tax list there appeared a John and William Walker holding land on Richland Creek. Neither John or William Walker appear on the 1834 or 1835 Knox County tax list. Bryce Walker continues to appear on the Knox County tax lists through 1853.

A search of the Knox County Will Books did not uncover a Will for John Walker.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

1.
"Perry County" John and Christopher Walker state on various census reports that they were born in Tennessee. Tennessee, as a State, did not exist when either of them were born so one should be inclined to search for them in North Carolina beginning around 1790, or earlier. James Walker, born 1800/1801, states on the census reports that he was born in Kentucky so the family was in Kentucky by that time.

2.
Walter Walker, who has a tie to "Knox County" John Walker, apparently had a presence in Wythe County, Virginia.

3.
Look for the descendants of Christopher Walker, born 1793/94, in Madison County, Arkansas.

4.
Look for the descendants of Alexander Walker, born 1817/1818, in Madison County, Arkansas.

5.
Look for the descendants of James and Hannah (Barbour) Walker in Letcher County, Kentucky....and then in Mississippi or Alabama.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I wish to thank Jackie (Walker) Burton and Louis Walker, both descendants of "Perry County" John Walker, Jr. for sharing their time, thoughts, documents, and leads with me. In addition to numerous telephone calls and considerable correspondence, we spent an enjoyable time together in Hazard, Kentucky during the Walker Family Reunion in August, 1994...quality time well spent in formalizing our independent thoughts.

I wish, also, to thank David R. Smith, of the Knott County Historical Society, for the information provided on the Walker Family.

Finally, a very special word of thanks to Lena Cross of Hazard, KY for her enthusiastic support in researching and gathering land deeds and other documents. She made a lot of it "come together." 



3
Compiled by Bob Walker, 451 Wellman Road, Conroe, TX 77384


