The Family Of Burtis Walker

Dear Lloyd,

   I thought you might like to know the following family story. You have my permission to post it on your website if you wish:

My Grandmother Elizabeth Begley Walker Adkins was a wonderful woman. On her behalf I would like to state that she loved her family immensely and never intended they be separated. It was important to her that others understood that. She told me this story, and I pass it to you as accurately as my memory allows:

   The sudden death of her husband Burtis left her struggling to provide for their children. A young widow in  depressed circumstances had little opportunity. 

   The infant Franklin needed a special diet and a Doctor took him home saying he could provide well for him.

  His Mother Elizabeth cried. A Children’s Home offered help for the others. She agreed to let all but her oldest  son Huston stay with them temporarily. It was a difficult decision, but she was convinced it was right for the young ones at the time. Leaving her precious babies in the Louisville orphanage broke her heart. Striving to  be the best possible Mother she was grateful for assistance while rebuilding her family but meant it to be brief.

   My Father, Huston Walker was determined to help her prepare a proper home and bring the family back  together quickly. It was a heavy burden for a young boy who believed it was his responsibility to be the “Man of the family”. He has always held a deep sense of honor and vowed to reunite his siblings. 

   Whether, sinister or well-meaning, Church Officials who ran the home had other plans. Using forged  documents they illegally obtained custody of the Walker children and offered them for placement. Elizabeth was erroneously represented as illiterate and without potential. Falsified papers proclaimed she had  voluntarily surrendered her parental rights by making her “mark” for witnesses.

   Assuming her an “Ignorant Mountain Woman” was a mistake. Far from the Hillbilly caricature her oppressors  portrayed, Elizabeth was not uneducated. As a girl She loved school and learning. She read well and kept her grades up while playing on the basketball team! Her Uncle, Jack Begley was a highly esteemed teacher  who made sure of her education. Given the chance She had no trouble proving her literacy and true signature. Her credibility reestablished, reuniting with her children remained her number one goal. 

   But sadly, it was not achieved in time to prevent the separate adoptions of two of her sons from being  finalized. Charles (Tim Hagemann) and Roger (Donald Ray Bowman) were greatly missed. Her thoughts were with them always. She wanted them to know they were loved.

   Grandma felt so very blessed when, as adults they came to see her and included her in their lives. She  regarded them both highly as fine men. In all the years apart she never lost hope of seeing them again. And She felt relieved knowing their new families cared for them.

   My Dad kept his vow, persistence paid off. He and my Mother Lucille, along with His Brother Chester “Check” and wife June found the leads that pointed to the lost brothers. The two young couples followed clues, made calls, and searched records. But that’s another story. Get them to tell you about it someday.

   As for myself I am glad to know each of my Uncles, Aunts, and cousins. After all, a Walker by any other name is still family. I am proud to be named after my Grandmother, and hope I inherited some of her determination.

Be Blest,

  ElizaBeth Walker
My Uncle Burtis Walker was born February 22, 1897, in Perry County Kentucky. He died October 14, 1940, in Alais, Perry County, Kentucky. He married Elizabeth Begley,

who was my mothers aunt, in Leslie County, Kentucky. Their children were:

1. Chester Bertus Walker, who married Marilyn June Chandler. 

A. Terry Chester Walker, married Brenda Sue Wilson.

a. Brooke Nichole Walker

       B.  Pamela Sherree Walker, married Roger Lee Swinney

a. Roger Lee Swinney Jr.

b. Angels Sherree Swinney

C.  Jerry Burtis Walker, married Sarah Elizabeth Prarat

D. Anthony Wayne Walker

E. Thomas Steven Walker, married Marla Kay Neely

a. Courtney Danielle Walker

b. Kayla Rochelle Walker

2. Elizabeth Rae “Betty” Walker, married Roy Albin

A. Beverly Kay Albin, married Roger Laslie

a. Monica Jean Laslie, married ? Kinley

aa. Shelby Elizabeth Kinley

b. Melanie Rae Laslie, married Curtis Vincent

B. John Douglas Albin, married Deborah Chandler

a. Kristina Jewell Albin

b. Jessica Leah Albin

C. Susan Marie Albin, married Roy Dale Sowders

a. Christopher Dale Sowders

b. Michael Todd Sowders

D. Robert Bruce Albin, married Lana Hockenbury

a. Derek Wade Albin

b. Justin Robert Albin

c. Mitchel Ryan Albin

E. Todd Garrett Albin, married Angela Radwin

F. Adonica Kelly Alobin, married Charles Gosman

a. Leah Gosman

b. Nathan Charles Gosman

3. John Douglas Walker, married Juanita Yvonne Hutchinson

A. John Garrett Walker, married Faris Elaine Boyd

a. Molly Drew Walker

B. Steven Douglas Walker, married Susan Dianne Wahtley

a. Paige Walker

b. Kenna Denae Wzalker

C. Kurt Kuhio Walker

John Douglas Walker married (2) Linda Sue Drum

4. Edgar Huston Walker, married Oma Lucille Carpenter

A. Barbara Iola Walker, married ? Sheppard

a. Shawnnal Sheppard

b. Tyler Alexander Sheppard 

Barbara Iola Walker married (2), ? Staton

a. William Adron Staton

Barbara Iola Walker married (3), ? Raines

a. Barbara Heather Raines

B. Burtis Dale Walker, married Banjong Yoa

a. Angela Carmiela Walker

b. Christina Marie Walker

c. Monica Ann Walker

d. Amanda Joan Walker

Burtis Dale Walker married (2) Hze Vajevsaka, February 22, 1999

C. Brenda Lucille Walker, married Harold Dye

a. Jesse Daniel Dye

b. Aimee Nichole Dye

D. Bertha Elizabeth “Beth” Walker, married Jeorge Davis

5.   Elvira Walker,b March 23, 1929, d July 11, 1992. Married Ralph Kilgore 

A. Mary Elizabeth Kilgore, married Thomas Moreland

a. Carole Jean Moreland

B. Larry Phillip Kilgore, married Cindy Brown

Larry Phillip Kilgore married (2) Debbie Taylor

a. Lisa Marie Kilgore

Larry Phillip Kilgore married (3) Linda England

a. Sharon Xan Kilgore, married Darryl Phelps

aa. Brittani Nicole Phelps

b. Saundra Kaye Kilgore

c. Bryan Russell Kilgore

6. Charles George Walker, AKA Timothy Niels Hagemann, b. December 17, 1937, died February 12 1993. He married Marian Williams

A. Kimberly Rhea  Hagemann, married Darrell Wayne Williams

a. Laci Angeli Williams

b. Dakota Wayne Williams

c. Rychelle Catherine Rapp Williams

B. Lori Lynette Hagemann, married George Michael Hamblen

a. Michael Timothy John Hamblen

b. Nicholas Shane Hamblen

C. Cynthia Lorraine Hagemann, married Chad Owen Ginest

a. Laticia Lorraine Ginest

b. Charles Howard Ginest

D. Lewis Kevin Hagemann, married Cherylann Sacks Lassley

7. Roger Ramus Walker AKA Donald Ray Bowman, married Mary Alice Owen

A. Charles Edwin Bowman, married Amy Willingham

a. Curtis Ryan Bowman

b. Kyle Walker Bowman

c. Allison Nichole Bowman

d. Rebecca Catherine Bowman

B. Vincent Montgomery Bowman, married Tamara Lynn Ward

a.     Branden Walker Bowman

8. Roy Franklin Walker, married Gail Ann Weikert

Roy Franklin Walker married (2) Juanita Wells

A. Jerry Eugene Walker

B. Diana Lynn Walker

C. Theresa Ann Walker, married Ron Druschel 

E-Mail us at: lloydewalker@hotmail.com
